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How do children with disabilities develop:Deaf child with a cochlear implant
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How do children with disabilities develop: Deaf child with a cochlear implant
Yukiko Araki

Abstract

A case report of a deaf student with a cochlear implant from early infancy, attending a community
elementary school is presented. The participant was interviewed in fourth and sixth grades.
The interview data were analyzed using the qualitative data analysis method of Steps for Coding
and Theorization (SCAT). Results indicated that the participant had negative feelings about her
implant in the fourth grade, but two years later, her feeling had become neutral. In the sixth
grade, she decided to identify herself as a part of the deaf community and chose to attend a
junior high school for the deaf that used with sign language, instead of a school integrated in the
community. The case study indicated that this student had a healthy self-esteem because of her
good, communicational, home environment, and plentiful opportunities to associate with deaf
friends by using sign language.

Moreover, the student’s mother influenced the her acceptance of the disability as well as her
identity formation.

Key words : deaf, cochlear implant, integrated education, SCAT, identity
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